
N EW SLETTER
EM PO W ERIN G ALL TO  GRO W , LEARN , EXPLO RE &  SO AR

Quarter 1, Vol. 1  |  October 2019

A NOTE FROM OUR PRINCIPAL

M T. ARARAT H IGH  SCH O O L

To Parents and Students, 

It is mid-October and we are halfway through the first quarter of the school year.  Progress reports scores have been entered. For 
parents who have Infinite Campus accounts, please login to your account, select the ?Reports? tab, and select the Quarter 1 
Progress Report to view your child?s progress report.  For parents who do not have an Infinite Campus account your child?s 
progress report will be sent home via the U.S. Postal Service with this newsletter.  On a progress report you will see either ?S? for 
Satisfactory or ?U? for Unsatisfactory and your child?s Habits of Work scores for each course.  Additionally, your child?s teacher may 
choose to share a comment. Parents are asked to review the progress report with your child and if you have questions or 
concerns, you should contact your child?s teacher. 

Park ing 

Parking has been a concern since the first day of school with the reconfiguration associated with the new school.  I will continue to 
work with our facilit ies team to address concerns associated with visitor parking and student parking.  The plan is to look at the 
labeling of spaces at the front of the building to address concerns about visitor parking and there will be a few spaces behind the 
gym near the soccer practice field designated for student parking since all the student spaces currently available have been 
assigned.  When these student spaces have been added and assigned there will be no more parking passes available unless a 
student moves away or someone losses the privilege to park on campus.   

Grading and Repor t ing Parent /St udent  Advisory Group 

Our district is reviewing our grading and reporting system.  Goals for the review process include: 

1. Implement a report card that makes it clear and easy for students and parents/guardians 

  to understand what a student has learned. 

2. Implement a system of grading and reporting in M.S.A.D. No. 75, Pre-K to Graduation, that maximizes learning for all students. 

The high school has created a Grading & Reporting Committee to gather feedback about our current grading and reporting system 
so we can consider whether or not there is a need to make changes to the system at the high school based on these goals.  

In July and again in August, in newsletters, parents and students were encouraged to take a few minutes to provide feedback 
regarding the current grading and reporting system at the high school.  Parents and students are still welcome to complete the 
feedback form using the following link: Grading and Reporting Feedback (https:// forms.gle/KBQD5cshS2NYhA1j7). If you have 
already completed the survey, thank you.  

I am also inviting parents and students to serve as members of a Parent & Student Advisory Group focused on Grading and 
Reporting practices at the high school.  If you are interested in taking part in these discussions, please plan to attend a meeting at 
5:30pm on October 21st in Rooms 201/202. If you are unable to attend this meeting but want to be notified regarding future 
meetings, please email me so I can include you in the email group. 

Oct ober  16, 2019 - Freshm en Cam p Ket cha, Sophom ore/ Junior  PSAT, Senior  Meet ing & Ear ly Release 

On October 16, 2019, 9th and 12th grade students at the high school will be involved in specific activities while 10th and 11th 
grade students take the PSAT, the Preliminary SAT. Approximately 3.4 million sophomores and juniors take this test nationally. The 
PSAT is a trial run for the real thing, the SAT, and when students receive the test results, typically around the beginning of January, 
it offers the opportunity for students and teachers to consider areas of focus for additional study as they prepare for the SAT. 

           (continued on page 2)  

 

https://forms.gle/KBQD5cshS2NYhA1j7
https://forms.gle/KBQD5cshS2NYhA1j7
https://forms.gle/KBQD5cshS2NYhA1j7
https://forms.gle/KBQD5cshS2NYhA1j7


A NOTE FROM OUR PRINCIPAL (CONT'D)
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Though the PSAT will not count for college admissions, some students with the highest scores have the opportunity to be 
recognized as a National Merit Scholar with the potential of winning scholarship money.  

On October 16th, Freshman will travel to Camp Ketcha, located in Scarborough, to participate in an adventure challenge program 
under the supervision of a professional staff.  The adventure program includes low rope and team building activities which 
promote problem solving, communication, cooperation and respect. A permission slip, medical questionnaire and gear list has 
been sent home with students.  Please ensure your student returns the forms to their Advisory Teacher by Tuesday, October 15th. 
Please note there are no other activities planned for 9th grade students on October 16th. Students should dress for the weather as 
this is a rain or shine event. Please contact Assistant Principal, Alison Pols, if you have questions. 

On October 16th, Seniors are expected to come to school for a mandatory report to the Senior meeting in the Commons at the 
beginning of the day.  Information regarding graduation, diplomas, caps and gown orders (including voting on the color of caps 
and gowns), yearbook submissions, Project Graduation, and post- secondary options will be presented. Allen Graffam who is 
standing in for Lianna Fenimore, Senior Class Advisor, has organized and will facilitate the meeting. When the meeting ends at 
about 9:50am, Seniors who have turned in an Ear ly Dism issal Perm ission Form  can be dismissed for the day to work on their 
Capstone projects, post secondary planning, or homework. Seniors who have not turned in the dismissal permission form will go 
to the Learning Commons for the remainder of the day to work on their Capstone projects, post secondary planning, or 
homework. Seniors who remain at school will be able to access the cafeteria to get lunch based on the schedule for PSATs that day. 

Wat er  Fount ains 

At the beginning of the year, a parent inquired about water fountains at the high school after hearing a concern from their child 
that the water from the fountains was warm and the student was not able to find a good place at school to refill a water bottle.  
Given this inquiry, the following information was gathered and being shared for student and parent awareness.  

When the school was built in the 70?s none of fountains had built in cooling coils.  The fountains were available for potable drinking 
but were tapped off the building "cold water " lines. With miles of piping in the school and water flow at times dormant for many 
days (evenings, weekends, etc.) the water would normally be at room temperature which is not very pleasing to the taste buds. At 
some point back in the 80's or 90's this was partially addressed by installing three water fountains that had built in cooling coils 
that are centrally located in the dining commons on either side of the stage and in the main lobby.  Facilit ies personnel has 
confirmed that these three fountains are working and they would be the preferred locations for filling a water bottle.  There are six 
other fountains in the building that still function under the original design and though the water is good for consumption these 
fountains do not cool the water.  So, if you are looking to fill a water bottle or simply want a drink of water from a fountain, the two 
bubblers in the Commons and one in the main lobby are the go to fountains. FYI, in the new school, there will be seven water 
cooling fountains with built in bottle fill stations. 

Inf in it e Cam pus and Com m unicat ions 

There have been some concerns brought to my attention regarding the length of time it takes for some families to receive an email 
sent out which is intended to share information in a timely manner.  When monitoring to confirm the message was sent to all who 
were included in the mailing, a couple of parents reported not receiving the email sent out on Friday evening until Saturday or 
Sunday. This concern was shared with our technology personnel and we are working to resolve this issue.  In some situations, 
parents have reported that the email goes to their ?junk? folder but the slow transmission of the email is a concern that needs to 
be resolved. 

Messenger  Syst em  - Com m unicat ions 

Administrators recently were trained on the use of a communication system called ?Messenger? which is the system the 
superintendent will use to send out phone messages about snow days and such during the school year.  Last week this system 
was used to let parents know an email had been sent out, and feedback regarding the quality of the voice message sent out has 
been heard. Some people were able to hear the message others shared that it was not very clear. Thank you to those who 
provided feedback. Better quality recordings with future phone messages is the goal.  Administrators will be using this phone 
system for various types of communications and, if you have an Infinite Campus login, you can manage your messenger settings 
to determine whether or not you would get general types of messages, snow calls, and so forth. However, any message noted as 
an emergency message would be sent to all families. 

Planned Absences 

From time to time, families need to plan for time away from school.  Mt. Ararat High School has a ?Planned Absence? form that all 
students and parents are asked to complete two weeks in advance of a planned absence. The form is designed to promote 
communication between students and their teachers regarding any planned absence.  When forms are turned in to the Student 
Affairs Office with all the appropriate signatures or initials, administration reviews the request for approval. From time to time, 
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when there are academic concerns about a student who is planning for an absence, administration may contact the parent to 
confirm academic planning.  Students and parents are encouraged to contact the Student Affairs Office, which is the office that 
oversees student attendance, with questions.   

Code Yellow  Lockdown

There have been several Code Yellow Lockdowns recently at the high school which have been called with the goal of preserving 
privacy for students who have not felt well.  When a Code Yellow Lockdown is called, students and staff are expected to close 
classroom doors (if they have a door), remain in the classroom, and continue instruction. The goal is to eliminate traffic in the 
hallways so care or movement of an individual can be done with some degree of privacy.  In the past two weeks there has been a 
need to call for Code Yellow Lockdowns on four occasions to preserve privacy while a student received care. With the number of 
Code Yellow Lockdowns, some students have asked if there is something going around. Please know the student health issues 
associated with these lockdowns are not connected.  

Respectfully,

Donna Brunette, Principal          
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DATES TO REMEMBER

Wednesday, 10/16 - 10t h & 11t h Grade PSAT's, Senior  Sum m it  & 9t h Grade Cam p Ket cha

Monday, 10/21 - Dist r ict  III Audit ions (HS)

Fr iday, 11/1 - Last  day of  1st  Quar t er

Monday, 11/4 - Fall Spor t s Awards, Or ion Theat er

Tuesday, 11/5 - NHS Induct ion, 7 - 8pm , Com m ons

Monday, 11/11 - Vet eran's Day, No School

Wednesday, 11/13 - Parent  Teacher  Conferences, 2:30 - 8pm

Fr iday, 11/15 - All St at e Audit ions

11/22 - 11/24 - Fall Play, Or ion Theat er

11/27 - 11/28 - Thanksgiving Break

Thursday, 12/5 - MTA Band Concer t , 7pm , Or ion Theat er  (Snow date - 12/ 12)

Sat urday, 12/7 - NHS Blood Dr ive, Com m ons 
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